[The prognostic value of a mucin histochemical study for the detection of a elevated risk of recurrence after surgical therapy of colorectal carcinoma].
Increased sialomucin production may occur in mucosa surrounding malignant colorectal tumors. The authors examined the value of sialomucin production for prognostication of subsequent local tumour recurrence. Colorectal mucosa was evaluated from 73 patients who had undergone curative surgery for colorectal carcinoma. Sialomucin production was semi-quantitatively measured, using a high iron-diamine/alcian-blue staining technique. Significant increases in sialomucin production was recorded from mucosa, at least along resection margins, from 17 in 39 patients (44%) who did not develop any local recurrence. On the other hand, increased sialomucin synthesis was recordable from only 10 of 27 patients (37%) who did develop local recurrence. Moreover, only one of 7 patients who developed metachronous recurrence had exhibited sialomucins predominantly on resection margins. These findings are likely to suggest that evidence to increased sialomucin production is not conclusively indicative of high risk of local recurrence.